
Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 

Meeting of the Pastoral Council  
May 26, 2021 

Present:  Father John Cayer, Christa Calamas, Jeanne O’Kon, Michele Taylor, Dasha Nixon, Valeria 

Robinson, Mary Goble, Silvia Alderman, Chaney Coggins, Eli Nortelus.  Absent:  Michael Williams, 

Brother Rahl Bunsa, Michelle Harkness, A.J. Miguel, Megan Majewski, Sue Steverson, Mary Ballard. 

Pastoral Council Election:  The names and bios of six nominees were presented to Council members 

for consideration for appointment to the Council. Council members voted, and the votes were counted 

by Christa and Jeanne separately.  The new members are: James Smith, Paul Malley, and Renee Reams. 

Catholic Schools Update:  Dasha reported that Trinity Catholic School and John Paul II both held 

graduations this past week.  Both schools have utilized the COVID protocols continuously, and they will 

decide during the summer what the procedures will be for the fall.  SJPII CHS held a graduation mass 

last Sunday, and it is now finals week for the other students. The Merit Scholar winner is Charlie Sasso  

(an incoming freshman, a scholarship based on academic performance).   

Administration Update:  COVID Policy:  Leon County has lifted its ordinances for mask-wearing and 

other protocols as the state of Florida has done so. Numerous people are now vaccinated.  The signs on 

the church doors will be removed requiring parishioners to wear masks at Mass.   

Renew and Rejoice Campaign Update:  The starting date for the sanctuary construction in the 

sanctuary is June 14.  The daily Masses will be held in the Social Hall to allow uninterrupted work 

inside the church. Livestream Mass will continue to be offered on Saturday.  Every other pew will still 

be used for seating.  Father John indicated that 109 financial commitments have been received, and the 

overall campaign goal is $1.4 million.  The pledges are for three years, and a mailout went out to 

parishioners last week to encourage additional donations.   

Ministry Update:  Father John reported that the ministry activities slow down during the summer.  A 

full expression of the ministries occurs in the fall.  The community building that takes place from the 

ministries is very important.  In-person meetings rather than Zoom meetings will increase in the fall. 

Father Murray Scholarship Award Summary:  Michele Taylor, Christa Calamas, Sue Steverson, and 

Jeanne O’Kon served on the Father Murray Scholarship Committee.  Dawn Adolfson coordinated the 

committee, gathered the nominations and transcripts from Trinity Catholic, and arranged the documents 

for review by the committee members.  The 8th grade finalists and award winner were acknowledged by 

Dasha at Trinity Catholic on May 20.  The 7th grade finalists and award winner will be acknowledged 

on June 2nd.  Dawn did an excellent job organizing everything related to the scholarship. 

Rector’s Comments:  Father John thanked all of the Council members for being flexible during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  The pandemic has presented challenges to many people. He thanked outgoing 

members Mary Goble, Valeria Robinson, and Michelle Harkness for their service.  Father John thanked 

Valeria for the beautiful quilt she sewed for his ordination anniversary.  He asked for their continued 

prayers for the sanctuary renovation.  This major renovation will be remembered at the 100th 

anniversary of the parish.  

Next Meeting Date:  August 18, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 


